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Give students opportunities to … (a) Make choices about:
 What topics they will study
 How they will demonstrate their learning  Where they will work  Who will help them or collaborate with them  How they will manage time (b) Control challenge by:
 Choosing a topic that is familiar (they know something about), is new and challenging but interesting, worthwhile, important Prepared by: Nancy Perry, University of British Columbia nancy.perry@ubc.ca
Are you working toward multiple goals?
What knowledge do you want students to gain?
What cognitive and metacognitive processes will be developed?
Are these goals linked in a meaningful way?
For example, one teacher had the following goals for her grade 2/3 students as they completed research about animals.
(a) to learning about penguins, chipmunks, etc. For example, working collaboratively, picking partners, or offering constructive criticism were social goals in the research about animals unit described above. Challenging yourself and persisting were motivational goals.
Are you focusing on large chunks of meaning?
Doing research on animals involves a large chunk of meaning. So does studying the solar system, designing board games that apply principles learned in a unit on probability and statistics, or engaging in urban planning to apply principles of recycling and reusing resources.
Is learning extend over time?
How many blocks/sessions will you spend accomplishing your goals? What is an appropriate amount of time to spend on the activities in each session (e.g., do you need time for discussion, extended writing/researching, collaborating)? For the research unit, the teacher I observed spent an entire year doing research about different animals and using "research" as a context to develop writing skills.
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Are students engaging in a variety of processes?
Students who did research about animals were reading and gathering information, organizing facts, writing reports, illustrating or diagramming information.
They set goals and planned their research, and they generated criteria for assessment and applied it in self-evaluations.
Can students create a variety of products to demonstrate their learning?
Related to their research, students generated reports, pictures, diagrams, models of their animal's habitat, narrative stories and poems based on facts about their animal, reflections about their learning.
